PORTUGUESE   IN   IXDIA.

.o the repair and re-equipment of his vessels, so
e prepared in case of a future emergency,
.e Zamorin was exceedingly indignant at the failure

ais numerous forces to defeat the few Portuguese that
ere opposed to them. The Prince of Repelim, however,
.n order to appease him, endeavoured to accomplish by
treachery what had in vain been attempted by force ; and
to this end he bribed certain men in Cochin to poison the
water and food supplied to the Portuguese. Pacheco
having been informed of this, ordered fresh wells to be
dug every day, and also that none of his soldiers were to
buy any food without first making the vendor eat some of
it.

Failing in these attempts, the Prince of Repelim next
determined to convey a detachment of men by water at
night to Cochin, to set fire to the city, and then to fall
upon the inhabitants. This project was, however, also
frustrated by the vigilance of Pacheco, who, not content
with maintaining his own position, made frequent inroads^
into the enemy's country, where he did a considerable
amount of damage.

In retaliation for these constant attacks, the Zamorin
equipped a fleet to ravage the coast of Cochin, but in
several engagements with the Portuguese vessels these
suffered many defeats, whilst some of the enemy's paraos
were captured. At length the Zamorin determined to
make another attack upon the Portuguese, to which end
he brought an army of 30,000 men, in addition to a large
number commanded by the Prince of Repelim, and a fleet
consisting of 100 large ships, 110 paraos and eighty pinnaces,
in addition to eight turrets constructed upon paraos, and
a large float of timber, pitched and bound with tow, which
it was intended to set on fire and send down upon the
Portuguese vessels.

Pacheco having been informed of these preparations
by the enemy, protected his vessels by means of a
number of masts eighty feet in length, with which he